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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good overview of African medical systemsBy M. SindelThis book 
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provides a country by country overview of public health concerns in Africa. It gives a good amount of detail about not 
just what the most important health concerns are for each country (i.e. why AIDS is a bigger problem in South Africa 
than Uganda) but also how individual countries set up their public health systems (i.e. Tanzania has x number of 
doctors, but they are concentrated in the Dar es Salaam area and the rest of the country has very few doctors). There is 
also an overview of African health care in general and gives not just health care system details, but brief cultural and 
political histories for the various countries (which all play a part in health concerns related to refugee camps, war, 
etc.). It serves to remind us that Africans are not helpless in meeting their own medical needs, but like any other 
medical system (including that of the US), there are still needs that are not yet met.

Written by authors who speak directly from their years of personal and professional experience with health projects in 
Africa, this book provides an integrated historical, social, political, economic, and health introduction to a series of 
African countries. It also offers a comprehensive view of major health issues for those aiming to undertake 
humanitarian and global health work in Africa.In the introductory chapter, the editors discuss the concepts of 
globalism and humanitarianism, and provide a framework for thinking about global health. They introduce readers to 
significant aspects of African history and agencies that play major roles in global health work in Africa. The 
ldquo;Tips for Travelers to Africardquo; chapter provides a wealth of information on preparing for travel to Africa and 
working successfully and effectively in African cultures. Individual chapters on Botswana, Ghana, The Maghreb, 
Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, and Uganda focus on key health or environmental issues, projects, and solutions 
unique to each country. Written jointly by U.S. and African medical personnel participating in major health initiatives, 
the chapters offer vibrant accounts of work on leading causes of disease and death or environmental problems.

ldquo;The authorsrsquo; deep understanding, candid portrayal, and unmistakable love for these countries and regions 
provides a common thread that binds the chapters together and brings them to life.rdquo;mdash;JAMA 


