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Colin Barnes, Geof Mercer : Exploring Disability before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Exploring Disability:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Worth Study But Expect No Consensus On This TopicBy
thirdtwinAn overview of atopic that more and more books have been written about in recent years. The different
points of view and perspectives both from disabled people and not- make the field quite atangled one- as the different
agendas methods and goals of the various authors often don't agree and sometimes conflict even studying the same
topic with the best of intentions. This book is an interesting starting point if you feel you want to enter the maze of
modern Disability Studies. If you do get heavily into this topic in academia or on your own- expect to see as much raw
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emotion as you do raw facts and data.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Anthony R J
NichollWell researched, factual and sensible - aworld vision with a British viewpoint.

The second edition of thiswidely used text has been carefully rewritten to ensure that it is up-to-date with cutting-edge
debates, evidence, and policy changes. Since the book'sinitial publication, there has been an expansion of interest in
disability in the social sciences, and disability has come to play an increasingly prominent role in political debates. The
new edition takes account of all these developments, and also gives greater emphasis to global issuesin order to reflect
the increasing and intensifying interdependence of nation states in the twenty-first century. The authors examine,
amongst other issues,the changing nature of the concept of disability, key debatesin the sociology of health and
illness, the politicisation of disability, social policy, and the cultural and media representation of disability. Aswell as
providing an excellent overview of the literature in the area, the book develops an understanding of disability that has
implications for both sociology and society. The second edition of Exploring Disability will be indispensable for
students across the social sciences, and in health and social care, who really want to understand the issues facing
disabled people and disabling societies.

"The key debates around disability are given athorough airing in this revised edition of awidely used text" Times
Educational Supplement "If students and teachers want one resource to assist in their exploration of disability studies,
then thisisit. It's up-to-date, comprehensive and coherent, outlining the key themes and issues in areadable way. No-
one studying disability on an undergraduate, postgraduate or professional training course should be without it." Mike
Oliver, Emeritus Professor, University of Greenwich "Exploring Disability is an important, up-to-date, critical and
wide-ranging review of key issues that situates the debates and discussion within the growing literature on disability.
Exploring Disahility should be on the reading lists of many disability studies courses providing as it does the broad
overview of where both the discipline and the movement are today. It isamust for academics, policy makers,
researchers, and the disability movement.” Marcia Rioux, Y ork Institute for Health Research, TorontoFrom the Back
Cover'lf students and teachers want one resource to assist in their exploration of disability studies, then thisisit. It'sup
to date, comprehensive and coherent, outlining the key themes and issues in a readable way. No one studying
disability on an undergraduate, postgraduate or professional training course should be without it.'Mike Oliver,
Emeritus Professor, University of Greenwich 'Exploring Disability is an important, up-to-date, critical and wide-
ranging review of key issues that situates the debates and discussion within the growing literature on disability. It
should be on the reading lists of many disability studies courses, providing as it does the broad overview of where both
the discipline and the movement are today. It isamust for academics, policy-makers, researchers and the disability
movement.'Marcia Rioux, York Institute for Health Research, Toronto The second edition of this widely used text has
been carefully rewritten to ensure that it is up to date with cutting-edge debates, evidence and policy changes. Since
the book's initial publication there has been an expansion of interest in disability in the social sciences, and disability
has come to play an increasingly prominent role in political debates. The new edition takes account of al these
developments and also gives greater emphasisto global issuesin order to reflect the increasing and intensifying
interdependence of nation-states in the twenty-first century. The authors examine, among other issues, the changing
nature of the concept of disability, key debatesin the sociology of health and illness, the politicization of disability,
socia policy, and the cultural and media representation of disability. Aswell as providing an excellent overview of the
literature in the area, the book develops an understanding of disability that has implications for both sociology and
society. The second edition of Exploring Disability will be indispensable for students across the socia sciences, and in
health and social care, who really want to understand the issues facing disabled people and disabling societies.About
the AuthorColin Barnes is Professor of Disability Studiesin the School of Sociology and Social Palicy at the
University of Leeds and Visiting Professor of Disability Studies at the University of Halmstad, SwedenGeof Mercer is
aformer Reader in the School of Sociology and Social Palicy at the University of Leeds.



