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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very enlighting and informative as to the emotional invisible
wounds ...By C2076Very enlighting and informative as to the emotional invisible wounds of our warriors that people
cannot see so do not understand, not even the warriors themselves.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Read thisto help better understand aloved one's concerns that | wasn't able ...By Megan GellerRead thisto help better
understand aloved one's concerns that | wasn't able to grasp. It helped us open up discussion about experiences and
made me more aware of the problems which were being struggled with.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Gives agood history account of type of care for veterans with ...By CustomerGives a good history account of
type of care for veterans with PTSD in the past to present day. There is always improvement to treatment being
sought. Helpful and highly recommended for veterans to read. Many resources with links provided.

For many of the 1.6 million U.S. service members who have served in Irag and Afghanistan since 2001, the trip home
is only the beginning of alonger journey. Many undergo an awkward period of readjustment to civilian life after long
deployments. Some veterans may find themselves drinking too much, unable to sleep or waking from unspeakable
dreams, lashing out at friends and loved ones. Over time, some will struggle so profoundly that they eventualy are
diagnosed with post-traumatic stress Disorder (PTSD).Both heartbreaking and hopeful, Fields of Combat tells the
story of how American veterans and their families navigate the return home. Following a group of veterans and their
their personal stories of war, trauma, and recovery, Erin P. Finley illustrates the devastating impact PTSD can have on
veterans and their families. Finley sensitively explores issues of substance abuse, failed relationships, domestic
violence, and even suicide and a so challenges popular ideas of PTSD asincurable and permanently
debilitating.Drawing on rich, often searing ethnographic material, Finley examines the cultural, political, and historical
influences that shape individual experiences of PTSD and how its sufferers are perceived by the military, medical
personnel, and society at large. Despite widespread media coverage and public controversy over the military's
response to wounded and traumatized service members, debate continues over how best to provide treatment and
compensation for service-related disabilities. Meanwhile, new and highly effective treatments are revol utionizing how
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides trauma care, redefining the way PTSD itself is understood in the
process. Carefully and compassionately untangling each of these conflicts, Fields of Combat reveals the very real
implications they have for veterans living with PTSD and offers recommendations to improve how we care for this
vulnerable but resilient population.

"Fields of Combat is highly recommended for leaders, persons providing direct care and ancillary services, and
administratorsinvolved in the care of active duty or retired service members, aswell asfor clinicians who work with
veterans in community settings. It will be a valuable resource for family members to assist them in understanding and
working with loved ones experiencing combat-related PTSD."JAMA (2011-08-03) "Erin P. Finley creates a
compelling account of how to understand PTSD and how to help treat those who suffer fromiit. . . . She mixes
historical accounts of PTSD as a medical illness with the current understandings of its causes, signs, and evidence-
based treatment. . . . Finley gives us hope and several well thought-out recommendations for preventing and
minimizing combat PTSD."Kevin M. Bond, Military (November-December 2011) "Finley offers awell-researched
and reasoned contribution that explores how the social environments veterans come from and return to when not
deployed shape their PTSD experience. The book weaves together empirical research findings with lengthy case
studies that show the experience of PTSD acrosstime. This book's most important aspect is the understanding it
conveysthat PTSD is not only a psychiatric condition, but a socially mediated one as well, shaped by the waysin
which the Veterans Affairs health system interacts with and compensates' veterans. Finley's richly textured
ethnography demonstrates the many factors that influence the readjustment struggles of returning veterans. She closes
the book with a helpful and practical set of suggestions that give it an edge on other works on the topic, many of which
fail to treat the issues with Finley's depth and insight. . . . Summing Up: Highly recommended.” Choice (January 2012)
"Finley studies the process by which veterans of current conflicts define and seek treatment for combat-induced PTSD.
Because she also seeks to illuminate military culture, she looks at how families cope with returning relatives who now
seem like strangers; delves into the history of the Veterans Administration medical system, whose employees are
struggling to treat aflood of new patients with limited resources; and chronicles how mental health professionals have
defined the problems of veterans, from "soldier's heart" through combat fatigue to todays struggles to define PTSD
(and, hence, to decide who gets treatment). . . . A comprehensive look at the subject from many viewpoints."Library
Journal (11 March 2011)"Thisisthe first major ethnography of PTSD among veterans of America's most recent
wars.In Fields of Combat, Erin P. Finley deftly weaves the experiences of these young men and women who have
participated in the invasions and occupations of Irag and Afghanistan into a larger fabric of the U.S. military
enterprise, including the clinical responses to a health crisisin treatment and prevention of debilitating traumas of war.
How Americans, civilian and military alike, respond to these veterans says as much about the mental health of U.S.
society as about them."Matthew Gutmann, Brown University, coauthor, Breaking Ranks: Irag Veterans Speak Out
Against the War"Fields of Combat documents the PTSD experience asit islived by veterans of the Irag War. In



presenting the range of responses to PTSD, Erin P. Finley shows how they can be inflected by gender, ethnicity, and
personal background. Anger, violence, and alcohol abuse emerge as major themes."Dr. Devon E. Hinton,
Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School"Most of what we have learned about the personal costs
of wartime trauma comes from veterans experiences in post-Vietham America. Things are different now. Thewarsin
Irag and Afghanistan are different, the injuries are often different, and the homeland's attitude to its veteransis
different. Fields of Combat is an anthropologist's inquiry into the lives of a new generation of traumatized veterans and
the people and institutions to which they have returned. Post-traumatic stress disorder is widely presumed to be a
unitary and fully understood phenomenon. Erin P. Finley's engrossing ethnography corrects this profoundly mistaken
view."Allan Y oung, McGill UniversityAbout the Author Erin P. Finley is amedical anthropologist and Investigator at
the Veterans Evidence-Based Research Dissemination and Implementation Center (VERDICT), Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, San Antonio, Texas, and an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Division of Clinical
Epidemiology, Department of Medicine, at the University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio.



