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Ben N. Venzke: First Responder Chem-Bio Handbook (FR-CBH) (National Security Chem-Bio Product Line
Series) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised First
Responder Chem-Bio Handbook (FR-CBH) (National Security Chem-Bio Product Line Series):

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A useful refresher for emergency personnelBy A CustomerAsthe
book's title indicates, it is intended to serve as a ready-reference for fire, police, and emergency medical personnel who
may be first on the scene of a chemical or biological attack. It isless useful for anxious laypeople (including me!)
because it presupposes detailed knowledge of (and presumably practice in) decontamination procedures, using
specialized personal protective gear, and emergency medicine. At the very least, | recommend having a medical
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dictionary on hand as you read and noting definitions of unfamiliar terms on the page margins. Taking a
comprehensive first-aid course would also be a good idea. This book servesit's purpose admirably, but it is not the
chem/bio equivalent of Cresson Kearny's "Nuclear War Survival Skills'. | suggest that the publisher produce a civilian
manual along the lines of Kearny's classic civil defense guide.17 of 19 people found the following review helpful.
Breaking new groundBy A CustomerThisisthe first book | have encountered in this area that appears to have been
designed from the ground up as a handbook for first responders, rather than being designed along the lines of, and with
frequent lifting of sections from, various military field manuals. The result is a handbook that presents the "must
know" information concisely and in aformat that allows it to be rapidly found without having to sift through alot of
background information (Tempest appears to have decided to let form follow function and has put the background in a
separate book). Even the printing is good - large letters with enough white space to let you read it easily even under
low light conditions.A minus - initial isolation distances aren't listed for the chemical agents (I wrote theminin the
table of contents for Section C - Chemical). Of course, none of the other "Chem-Bio Handbooks" lists them, either -
perhapsif they read their reviews...12 of 13 people found the following review helpful. For field use, more basic than
its competitorBy Matthew DaveyThis book is concise and portable. It is particularly clear regarding the recognition of
BC events and identifying agents from signs and symptoms. A comparable book is "Jane's Chem-Bio Handbook".
Comparing the two, First Responder CBH (1) has alarger font more suitable for field conditions, (2) is pitched at a
more simple level, and (3) contains far less information.

World events and the society we livein today have forced First Responders to deal with the threat and potential use of
chemical or biological weapons. During those initial critical moments of an incident, it will be the local First
Responders whose actions will mean the difference between life and death. The ability of the First Responder to assess
the situation and take an immediate course of action is vital to the successful management of an incident and
prevention of further injury. The First Responder Chem-Bio Handbook provides al the key information, which is
necessary during those first few critical moments. It is presented in an easy to follow format, and is designed to
provide the user with information he/she needs to know without being bogged down by complicated technical
terminology. Contained within the First Responder Chem-Bio Handbook is information that provides immediate
access to everything from initial event indicators of a chem-bio incident, characteristics of agents, PPE measures,
treatment and decontamination procedures, dispersal techniques, and agent technical data. The First Responder Chem-
Bio Handbook is designed so that a First Responder can systematically approach a suspected Chem-Bio incident and
effectively manage the situation. It isatool that no responder should be without.

"I found this handbook to be authoritative, easily used in the field under adverse weather and light conditions, and
excellent for classroom or exercise use." -- DERA International WMD Preparedness Director Bascombe J. Wilson,
CEM, Former Commander, USAF Emergency Services TeamThisis a super book! It doesn't drone on and on about
the composition and history of Chemical and Biological Weapons - it isindeed a First Responder's Handbook
providing initial assessment, signs and symptoms, diagnosi s, treatment, decontamination and precautions. Thereisaso
a section devoted to the establishment of a decontaminization zone. Very fine work. -- National Military Intelligence
Association (NMIA) Zgram - March 19, 1998This small format handbook (6.5 x 5, spiral bound) was designed as an
easy-to-carry reference guide for police, fire, security and EM S personnel who may be in a position to respond to an
incident involving chemical and/or biological warfare agents... The First Responder Chem-Bio Handbook does an
admirable job of quickly and easily conveying essential information to those who would protect us from chemical and
biological terrorism... it is avaluable reference work for the first responder. -- Counterterrorism Security Magazine -
April 1998About the Authorlntel Center isthe world's leading producer of counterterrorism intelligence products and
services focused exclusively on four key areas, targeting, tactics, operationa aspects and messaging. Offering more
than 20 intelligence subscription feeds, more than 180 DVD titles of raw terrorist video, more than 40 book titles, wall
charts and other products and services, Intel Center is unsurpassed in both the quality, timeliness and breadth of its
material within its specific niche. Intel Center directly supports numerous intelligence, military and law enforcement
agencies in more than a dozen countries with an ingtitutional knowledge and history in counterterrorism going back to
the early 1990s. Intel Center does not provide policy support nor express or become involved in any policy decisions,
instead it is focused solely on what an intelligence analyst sitting at their desk or a soldier in the field needs to do their
jobs. In addition to its support of government agencies, Intel Center is also a primary supplier of raw terrorist video to
news organizations such as CNN, ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox News, MSNBC, AP, Reuters, AFP, New York Times,
Washington Post, al-Jazeera, a-Arabiya, France24 and many others, as well as for countless documentaries.



