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From Johns Hopkins University Press : Free Clinics: Local Responses to Health Care Needs  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Free Clinics: Local Responses to Health 
Care Needs: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An Important Story to TellBy Judy C. GriffinThis book has a lot of 
good information and helps to tell the story of free clinics in America. Unfortunately some of the information and 
statistics are dated and no longer relevant or accurate.

In community after community, pro bono and student-run health clinics have sprung up over the past 30 years, 
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providing critically needed care to medically underserved populations. Free Clinics is a mosaic formed by accounts of 
such clinics around the United States. These wide-ranging narrativesfrom urban to rural, from primary care to 
behavioral health careprovide examples that will assist other communities seeking to find the model that best fits their 
needs.The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act has improved access to health care for many Americans, but 
millions remain and will remain uninsured or underinsured. Free clinics provide non-emergency care to those in need. 
Nationwide, professionals can be found offering volunteer services at these clinics. Contributors to this 
volumetypically people with personal familiarity (as clinicians or area residents) with the clinics they write aboutcover 
a variety of topics, including a review of the literature, data-driven accounts of clinic usage, and ethical guidelines for 
student-run clinics. They describe the motivations of clinic staff, the day-to-day work of a family nurse practitioner 
working in clinics and teaching at a university, the challenges and rewards of providing health care for homeless 
people, and more. Student-run clinics are the topic of the second section: in addition to providing care to a small subset 
of those in need, student-run clinics are an important venue for training future clinicians and helping the seeds of 
altruism with which many enter their professions to germinate. Free Clinics will be useful to policymakers, students 
and faculty in public health and health policy programs, and clinicians and students who are embarking on launching 
new clinics.

"A comprehensive look at case studies and research findings on free clinics in the United States." (Jessica Bylander 
Health Affairs)"Student-run clinics and free clinics are relatively unique practices that do not have much written about 
them. I believe that this publication will serve an important need for those interested in learning more about these 
programs." (Sandra Leal, El Rio Health Center)"... a strong literature review of the history and status of Free Clinics." 
(Family Medicine)About the AuthorVirginia M. Brennan is an associate professor in the Graduate School at Meharry 
Medical College and editor of Natural Disasters and Public Health: Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma, also 
published by Johns Hopkins. 


