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Marc J. Roberts, William Hsiao, Peter Berman, Michael R. Reich : Getting Health Reform Right: A Guide to 
Improving Performance and Equity  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Getting Health Reform Right: A Guide to Improving Performance and Equity: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive and readableBy unmecexploreacute;This is one 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195162323


book I feel has lasting value, compared to many other references on health policy and reform that quickly seem dated. 
The authors have a deep grasp of the subject matter, all having been involved in not just research, but in working on 
various health reform projects in low and middle-income countries. The lessons drawn, however, are applicable to 
developed countries as well. Particularly good is the treatment of the issue of `equity', explaining what it means as a 
goal of public policy, and giving clear examples of policy implications. The book does not spend much time on social 
determinants of health outside of financial barriers to accessing health services faced by various marginalized groups. 
For instance, it does not discuss in depth how a lack of birth registration, or not having an equivalent proof of 
citizenship, can exclude persons from accessing health services. Yet, this book covers very well the main issues, and 
certainly would provide anyone working on health reform, in any country, a solid foundation of knowledge.Highly 
recommended.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A vital bookBy Marc RobertsEssential for anyone 
who wants to think clearly about health reform in low and middle income countries1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Excellent resourceBy Gone fissionNecessary reading for anyone who wishes an in depth examination 
of healthcare reform. The authors have done a thorough job detailing the issues and context of reform options and 
goals.

This book presents a new multi-disciplinary framework for developing and analyzing health sector reform plans in a 
wide variety of national circumstances. By focusing on the health care system as a means to an end, the authors 
provide tools and techniques for designing reforms that will produce real improvements in health sector performance. 
Integrating economic analysis, political strategy, managerial considerations, and ethical concerns, they offer practical 
guidance for dealing with the many difficult challenges of health sector reform. The book's methods and approach are 
based on the authors' extensive experience as researchers, advisors, and teachers of health care reform around the 
world. Rather than taking a one-size-fits-all approach, they stress the need for each nation to develop plans that are 
consistent with its administrative capacities, economic circumstances, political realities, and social values. The first 
half of the book reviews general methods for defining problems in an ethically self-reflexive way, diagnosing the 
causes of those problems, developing relevant policies, and marshalling political support. The second half examines 
five health sector reform "control knobs" - arenas in which government can act to improve the performance of the 
health system. Each control knob - financing, payment, organization, regulation, and behavior - is extensively 
discussed to inform readers about available options and the lessons of international experience. This book draws 
together an exceptionally wide range of analytical methods and practical experience, and fills a major gap in the 
literature on health reform and health systems for lower and middle-income nations. It will be of value to 
policymakers, administrators, consultants, academics, and students alike.

"This is a book that was developed as a result of an unmet need for an alternative healthcare reform system. It 
represents the hard work and successful collaboration of noted academicians, institutions, and international groups. 
This is an important contribution to the existing body of literature on global development in healthcare."--Doody's 
Health About the AuthorMarc Roberts, William Hsiao, Peter Berman, and Michael R. Reich are all at Harvard School 
of Public Health. 


