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As palliative care devel ops across many of the countries of Europe, we find that it continues to raise important ethical
challenges. Palliative care practice requires ethical sensitivity and understanding. At the same time the very existence
of palliative care callsfor ethical explanation. Ethics and palliative care meet over some vital issues: 'the good death,
sedation at the end of life, requests for euthanasia, futile treatment, and the role of research. Y et palliative care appears
uncertain about its goals and there is evidence that its ethical underpinnings are changing. Likewise, the moral
problems of palliative care are only partly served by the four 'principles of modern bioethics. Thisinnovative book,
with contributions by clinicians, ethicists, philosophers and social scientists, provides the first ever picture of palliative
care ethicsin the European context. It will be of interest to those involved in the delivery and management of
palliative care services, aswell asto students and researchers.



