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7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. the hippocratic mythBy romyThe Hippocratic Myth articulates, in an
honest and engaging manner, the practical realities confronting doctors which force them to veer from the ideal of the
Hippocratic Oath. One heretofore unspoken truth is that doctors are silently rationing care, and Bloche brings this to
light with case studies of real people facing the limits of medicine and the health care financing environment. In an
interesting twist he points out that many of us are unwittingly consenting to the rationing of our own hesalth care via
our health insurance choices. At atime when health care costs are consuming ever greater proportions of national
resources, thisis an important book for health care consumers and providers alike to read and debate. It offers
thoughtful insights on the way forward.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. ongoing health care
problemsBy Richard ScottHaving heard the interview and review on radio, | bought this. The best part isthe
discussion of the need for patients and physicians to work together for the control of medical costs and to do this
through candor. The discussion of the post traumatic stress disorder and the difficulty in obtaining essential medical
care for our soldiersis heartbreaking.Unfortunately the subject is not political but a significant part of the book is
politically motivated. Until we all realize that how we as a nation approach health care is not a party related direction
we will not move forward.11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended!!By
LindseyHippocratic Myth is a completely fresh take on the healthcare debate in America. Gregg Bloche laysit al out
in really engaging stories of real people who face the "quiet hypocrisy" of doctors rationing their healthcare for them
because they are under such intense pressure from their employers (HMOs, hospitals) to keep costs down. One woman
couldn't get her healthcare provider to cover surgery for her endometriosis and another woman was sent away from the
emergency room even though she had a brain aneurysm.The book also has the best explanation of doctors complicity
in Enhanced Interrogation Techniques devel oped by the DoD. Lots of great reporting and areally fast read. | highly
recommend it!

When we'reill, we trust in doctors to put our well-being first. But medicine's expanding capability and soaring costs
are putting this promise at risk. Increasingly, society is calling upon physicians to limit care and to use their skills on
behalf of health plan bureaucrats, public officials, national security, and courts of law. And doctors are answering this
call. They're endangering patients, veiling moral choices behind the language of science and, at times, compromising
our liberties. In The Hippocratic Myth, Dr. M. Gregg Bloche marshals his expertise in medicine and the law to expose
how: * Doctors are pushed into acting both as caregivers and cost-cutters, compromising their fidelity to

patients* Politics keeps doctors from giving war veterans the help they need* Insurers and hospital administrators
pressure doctors to discontinue life-saving treatment, even when patients and family members object* Medicine has
become a weapon in Americas battles over abortion, child custody, criminal responsibility, and the rights of gays and
lesbians* The war on terror has exploited clinical psychology to inflict harmChallenging, provocative, and insightful,
The Hippocratic Myth breaks the code of silence and issues a powerful warning about the need for doctorsto forge a
new compact with patients and society.

From Publishers WeeklyBloche doesn't balk when it comesto laying it on the line. He gives readers the bleak news:
insurers have the right to "pick and choose medical opinions," regardless of need, which puts doctorsin an
increasingly difficult position. In Bloche's first book, doctors are political animals (he argues that "diagnosis...isa
political act") and moral questions abound. As doctors increasingly enter courtrooms to help determine child custody
cases or mental competency, practitioners are also "moral arbiters and enforcers.” And a"Doctors as Warriors" section
offers afascinating profile of "new" medical professionals but is dense enough to lose casual readers. Bloche's case
studies, however, are particularly effective: a patient decides to stop dialysis knowing that it will result in her certain
death; a soldier with "classic symptoms of PTSD" struggles to find coverage and competent care. What Bloche makes
terribly clear isthat the crisis we face encompasses medical care, coverage, and cost. He deserves kudos for taking on
such disheartening, pressing subjects, for asking tough questions, and for finally offering dramatic reforms. Thisisa
valuable look at the world of medicine. (Mar. 15) Bloche writes with sensitivity and empathy not just about patients
and physicians caught up in managed-care catastrophes, but about all the weird variations on the patient-physician
dyad spawned by the expanding public role for medicine ... The empathy, sensitivity and care of his arguments are not
surprising, given his background, but they are no less laudable for that. The Washington PostBloche deserves kudos
for taking on such disheartening, pressing subjects, for asking tough questions, and for finally offering dramatic
reforms. Thisisavaluable look at the world of medicine. Publishers WeeklyAn intriguing examination of the moral
and political dimensions of some of the most important medical issues of the day. Sandeep Jauhar, author of Intern: A
Daoctor's Initiationln the Hippocratic Myth, Dr. Gregg Bloche offers a beautifully written, thoughtful, and compelling
account of the many ways doctors today are called upon to compromise their adherence to the Hippocratic Oath while
appearing to remain faithful. Bloche looks at this cluster of issuesin different contexts, from the covert rationing of
care to use of medical skillsin the context of lethal injections. As adoctor and alegal scholar, Bloche knows firsthand
what the tensions are. The Hippocratic Myth offers readers a series of vivid, sometimes heart-wrenching storiesin the
context of a careful portrayal of the challenges facing our health care delivery system. Bloche's account will appeal to



ageneral public hungry for ways to make sense of doctors' role within our health care system. An important, subtle
and powerful book. Elyn Saks, author of The Center Cannot HoldAs Gregg Bloche argues so persuasively in this
important new book, it is but a short distance from the Hippocratic Oath to medical hypocrisy. In the contemporary
world, where medicine so often finds itself enmeshed in multiple social, palitical, and industrial interests, doctors can
no longer honestly promise exclusive devotion to their patients. The time has come, Bloche powerfully demonstrates,
for transparency and democratic debate about the hard choices we face and the future of professional ideals. Allan M.
Brandt, The Cigarette Century: The Rise, Fall, and Deadly Persistence of the Product that Defined AmericaGregg
Bloche deftly tells real-life stories that capture medicine's expanding public role and its contravention of the
Hippocratic promise of doctors uncompromising loyalty' to patients. He may not have arrived at a precise definition of
the permissible ends of medicine, as he writes, but he pull us along much closer to one with this very thoughtful book.
Susan Dentzer, editor of Health Affairs and former health correspondent for The NewsHourGregg Bloche's
provocative book deserves careful reading by everyone who cares about physician integrity and the social compact
between doctors and patients. Harvey Fineberg, President of the Institute of Medicineln The Hippocratic Myth, Gregg
Bloche physician, lawyer, and ethicist guides the reader to acknowledge and accept the reality that doctors are agents
of society aswell as guardians of their patients. Bloche skillfully weaves together an extraordinary range of stories and
accounts of medical involvement in rationing, in war, even in capital punishment and torture, most of it based on his
own research. Daniel Wikler, Harvard School of Public HealthConfronting issues that policy makers commonly seek
to evade, and building on his own experiences as a physician and attorney, Greg Bloche examines the many waysin
which the Hippocratic ideal - that physicians serve exclusively as advocates for their patients- isincreasingly
compromised. Recognizing the inevitable economic constraints in doing all that medical knowledge and technol ogy
makes possible, he explores alternative frameworks for addressing conflicts of interest in more ethical ways. The
guestions explored are central to the future of an equitable and ethical system of health care and merit much discussion
and debate as we go forward. David Mechanic Ph.D. Director and Rene' Dubos University Professor, Institute for
Health, Health Care Policy, and Aging Research, Rutgers UniversityBloche draws the curtain back on the central
tension in health care: we can do far more in medicine than we can pay for and somebody has to decide what gets
done. Who should that be? Doctorstry to hide behind their oath and claim they act exclusively in the interests of
patients, but Bloche shows that thisis a myth. They are entangled in the economics of incentives and limits. Physicians
and patients alike will be disturbed, even angered, by this book. That's why they must read it. Stuart M. Butler, The
Heritage FoundationAbout the AuthorM. Gregg Bloche is an award-winning health policy expert and a professor of
law at Georgetown University. He has written for the New Y ork Times, the New England Journal of Medicine, and
other leading publications and has appeared on 60 Minutes, NBC, CNN, ABC, Nationa Public Radio, and more.
Bloche, who received a Guggenheim Fellowship to write The Hippocratic Myth was a health care advisor to President
Obamal's 2008 campaign and a consultant to the World Health Organization.



