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M.D., John Geyman : The Human Face of Obamacare: Promises vs. Reality and What Comes Next  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Human Face of 
Obamacare: Promises vs. Reality and What Comes Next: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For any organization like League of Women Voters that is seriously 
studying and ...By Karen WestFor any organization like League of Women Voters that is seriously studying and taking 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1938218027


action on health care in America,this is a MUST READ. And for individuals too! The evidence presented is easy to 
read, well documented, andpublished this year. Kudos to Dr. Geyman.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy vjblatherAn excellent book. Highly referenced and factual.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Why We Must Work For Single PayerBy Lee SturdivantHere is strong evidence that we, as private 
citizens, cannot hold our own in the rapacious arena that has developed around ObamaCare.Giant corporate hospital, 
health care and insurance company mergers,that ObamaCare allows, leaves so many victims along the way. Geyman 
shows us just 50 of those victims; the reality vs. the promises of ObamaCare. Read it and weep, and then sign up to 
work for Single Payer.

This book shows the human face of the Affordable Care Act (ACA or ObamaCare) as the stories of real patients and 
their families best illustrate continuing problems of our health care system. It also shows how many of the promises 
made by the Obama administration have not been kept. The big question now is: ldquo;What next?rdquo; The ACA 
has helped many millions of people since its enactment in 2010, but has fallen far short of what is needed to improve 
access, affordability, and quality of U. S. health care. Much of our population still cannot afford health care, and there 
is no cost containment in sight. Underinsurance is the new norm, with narrowed networks, high deductibles, and 
increasing cost-sharing forcing many people to forego necessary care. Here we take a comprehensive, non-partisan, 
objective look at the ACA almost six years after its passage. We also take an evidence-based approach to assessing 
three major alternatives for further health care reform: (1) continuation of the ACA with improvements as needed, (2) 
Republican proposals for its repeal and/or replacement, and (3) single-payer national health insurance (NHI).

"An insightful critique of ObamaCare and an impassioned plea for a single-payer system, enlivened by stories of real 
people poorly served by the Affordable Care Act. An invaluable contribution to the discussion of how to make health 
care in America better and more affordable for everyone." --Kenneth Ludmerer, M.D., professor of medicine and the 
history of medicine at Washington University in St. Louis, and pastpresident of the American Association for the 
History of Medicine"This book has heartbreaking stories of U. S. citizens who face medical and financial catastrophes 
due to our dysfunctional healthcare system which now includes the ACA. We need to listen to these stories to feel the 
true impact of how the profit-based medical industry is harming our society. A major paradigm change to single-payer 
is discussed as an equitable and viable solution. --Ray Drasga, M.D., long-time community-based oncologist and 
leader toward universal health care in his own specialty organization, the American Society of Clinical 
Oncology.From the AuthorNow that the Affordable Care Act (ACA) has been upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court as 
the law of the land, it is the target of an intense partisan debate during this 2016 election cycle. Confusion, 
disinformation, and misleading rhetoric dominate the airwaves as politicians and their corporate backers offer up 
wildly different approaches to our health care problems and solutions. After six years with the ACA, there is a large 
base of experience to draw upon to assess, on the basis of evidence, what has worked and not worked. So it is time to 
reassess its impacts on the problems it was intended to address--reduced access to health care, uncontrolled costs, 
increasing unaffordability, and unacceptable quality of care for our population. Despite promises of the Obama 
administration before the law was passed that we can keep our insurance if we like it, stay with our same doctors, and 
save money at the same time, many millions of Americans have too often found these assurances to be empty. Having 
insurance "coverage" for many does not translate into having access to affordable necessary care. Instead, the largely 
for-profit "system" continues on, profiting and sometimes profiteering from expanded markets subsidized by us, the 
taxpayers. The original title of the ACA as the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) has become a 
misnomer, not surprisingly little used today. nbsp;Too we are often bombarded by abstract numbers and statistics that 
neglect what they mean to ordinary Americans. This book takes a different approach, starting with stories of patients 
and their families, thereby putting a human face on the large body of experience and evidence about the effects of the 
ACA since its passage in 2010.nbsp; Far from isolated anecdotes, these are common stories that best illustrate national 
trends and problems in our increasingly dysfunctional market-based system. The book is organized in three parts: Part 
One presents some 50 patient and family stories that represent problems confronted by implementation of the ACA 
since 2010. These are real people and their families drawn from press reports. Part Two looks at five major problems 
of the entire system, as we consider to what extent the ACA has addressed them, and find that we are far from the 
health care reform that we need. Part Three deals with where we are now, in the middle of an election year, faced with 
three main alternatives about where to go next: (1) stick with the ACA or try to improve it; (2) repeal and replace it 
with a Republican "plan"; or (3) move to single-payer system of national health insurance. You will notice that many 
of the chapters start with a heading, "The Promise", "The Premise," or "The Myth." These denote either the promises 
made by the Obama administration about the ACA or the premises underlying it, which typically and ironically are 
based on earlier conservative ideas put forward by conservative organizations, such as the Heritage Foundation. The 
stakes are too high to get health care wrong in this country. Our incremental reform attempts over many years have 
been compromised by the money and political power of corporate stakeholders that perpetuate many of our problems. 
We need objective evidence to combat the rhetoric and claims of the medical-industrial complex and direct our 



attention to thenbsp; real needs of patients and their families. It is my hope that this book will help in this process.--
John Geyman, M.D. nbsp;Friday Harbor, WAJanuary 2016From the Inside FlapSynopsisThis book shows the human 
face of the Affordable Care Act (ACA or ObamaCare) as the stories of real patients and their families best illustrate 
continuing problems of our health care system. It also shows how many of the promises made by the Obama 
administration have not been kept. The big question now is: "What next?"The ACA has helped many millions of 
people since its enactment in 2010, but has fallen far short of what is needed to improve access, affordability, and 
quality of U. S. health care. Much of our population still cannot afford health care, and there is no cost containment in 
sight. Underinsurance is the new norm, with narrowed networks, high deductibles, and increasing cost-sharing forcing 
many people to forego necessary care. Here we take a comprehensive, non-partisan, objective look at the ACA almost 
six years after its passage. We also take an evidence-based approach to assessing three major alternatives for further 
health care reform: (1) continuation of the ACA with improvements as needed, (2) Republican proposals for its repeal 
and/or replacement, and (3) single-payer national health insurance (NHI). 


