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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A scary storyBy CustomerThis book is frightening, but right here is 
the answer to what is going on with the mass murders. Psychotic control, not gun control, is the answer, and this 
author is armed with the stories and stats to convince you.The downside is the cheap format. The book is hard to read 
because of little black/white contrast and inexpensive paper. In fact, it is a deterrent to reading it; I would otherwise 
have finished it already, I'm sure.But if you are looking for evidence and historical precedence for the problem we 
have here in our society--- the huge problem--- read this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. After 
going through absolute hell and losing my mother in law to her mental illness (in a murder suicide) it's at least some 
relBy MichaelI read both American Psychosis and The Insanity Offense Together.After going through absolute hell 
and losing my mother in law to her mental illness (in a murder suicide) it's at least some relief to know that we tried 
our best in the terrible mental health system that exists in the USA. Torrey's books describe the history of how this 
happened in detail, offer possible solutions as well as chronicling the death toll from this dysfunctional and broken 
system that results in homelessness, death and broken families every day.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Long OverdueBy Nancy BTorrey's eye-opening expose' about all that is wrong with our mental health system 
is a long overdue discussion. Anyone who reads this book who has or has not experienced mental illness personally or 
through associations with friends or family members will have to agree that the system for dealing with these life-
threatening illnesses is badly broken. Mental illness has been shamefully dismissed as something other than the 
biological illness of the brain that it is for far too long. Time to dish the stigma associated with it and confront it head 
on as we have with cancer, AIDS, dementia, diabetes, and all of the other illnesses which get priority with our 
attention and resources.

"Vital for all working in the mental health field . . . . Fascinating reading for anyone." Choice E. Fuller Torrey, the 
author of the definitive guides to schizophrenia and manic depression, chronicles a disastrous swing in the balance of 
civil rights that has resulted in numerous violent episodes and left a vulnerable population of mentally ill people 
homeless and victimized. Interweaving in-depth accounts of landmark cases in California, Wisconsin, and North 
Carolina with a history of legislation and changes in the mental health care system, Torrey gives shape to the 
magnitude of our failure and outlines what needs to be done to reverse this ongoingand acceleratingdisaster. A new 
epilogue on the 2011 shooting in Tucson, Arizona, brings this tragic story up to date.


