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Tales of Uncommon Wisdom: What Our Patients Have Taught Us About Love, Faith and Healing: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful Book. It should be read by all in medical practice.By 
YardleyIt's a wonderful read for anyone, however, I actually bought this book to give to a physician. He's generally a 
skilled, knowledgeable doctor, but has one flaw - no small matter: he sometimes doesn't 'hear' the patient. There are 
several anecdotes in the book, which relate precisely to value of listening to the patient, as there is so much important 
information to be gleaned from doing so. Obvious, right? After all, does the patient not know their own bodies, their 
experiences, and are they not the best observers to what is happening? The practice of medicine remains part science 
and art. The science is found in the textbooks and test results, while the art is practiced through listening, thinking 
outside of the box, and recognizing that health matters don't always play by the rules. [Sometimes truth can be stranger 
than fiction.] For one to be an excellent physician-- a diagnostician, he or she cannot be limited by what is printed in 
books, by conventional wisdom, or prevailing theory. Advice to doctors - listen (really listen... hear!) and learn. Not 
everything is located within the covers of the books in your medical library. If it were, all medical problems would be 
solved.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This was written by physicians from my local area. ...By 
Diana M. HarrisThis was written by physicians from my local area. It was a heart warming account how doctors are 
affected by their patients. It shows the softer side which is something hidden in each doctor. All health care 
professionals need to tap into their softer, emotional side, to really give the care patients need in today somewhat 
unsettled health care system.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. True Tales of Real CompassionBy 
Linda G. BunnerA friend loaned me this book to read and I liked it so much I ordered two as gifts, one for a niece who 
is an ER doctor. She wants to 'pass it around' to her doctor friends. Touching, moving true tales of real compassion 
with real patients. You can read one chapter at a time, go back and pick it up to enjoy more chapters at your leisure.

Viewing 13 medical cases through the eyes of two physicians during their internships and throughout their careers, this 
examination of Western medicine argues that doctors need to learn to deal more effectively and sensitively with 
medical and non-medical patient needs. Particular attention is paid to the knowledge doctors can gain from listening to 
their patients, and how that wisdom can be applied to help that patient as well as others. Anecdotes illustrate the 
wisdom of asking for help from colleagues, the role that intuition can play, and the positive power of hope.

"I would urge physicians, those who have experienced serious illness in their families, and especially medical students 
to read this book . . . Hopefully what is uncommon will become more common." Andrew G. Wallace, MD, Dean 
Emeritus, Dartmouth School of Medicine 


