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From Brand: Peter Lang Publishing : The Old Lady on Harrison Street (International Healthcare Ethics) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Old Lady on 
Harrison Street (International Healthcare Ethics): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great readBy Michael J. McKennaGreat read. Recommend to anyone 
who's ever worked at county or is interested in the history of government provided healthcare.8 of 8 people found the 
following review helpful. History of Cook County HospitalBy A CustomerThis is the only historical book you'll find 
on Cook County Hospital. It provides complete details of information on how the hospital started, why, when, and 
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who. Although, most historical books can be boring, this book is written in a way to capture your interest. The writer 
makes you feel proud of a hospital that has been given so much disapproval from the public who doesn't realize how 
the poor rely on the hospital for care. His stories on the pioneering of medical science is very interesting and easy to 
understand. How lucky is Chicago to have a facility like the Cook County Hospital!

This is the story of a great hospital, from its origin as a poorhouse to modern times. It chronicles the social problems, 
and political chicanery, as interns, physicians, and nurses struggle to care for the sick poor of Chicago. Since its 
founding, Cook County Hospital has been a center for medical education and research and has always been renowned 
for its work in trauma and diseases which afflict the poor and downtrodden.

At last Chicagoans get to learn the story of 'Old Lady of Harrison Street', the incomparable Cook County Hospital. 
And what a tale, full of humans caring for humans amid politics, and squalor and more hope and daring than any TV 
hospital show could ever think of dreaming up. (Kenan Heise) All libraries should acquire a copy. (F. Gonzalez-
Crussi, The Child's Doctor) People with any experience of the Old Lady will enjoy and profit from this affectionate 
look at her history. (H. Wayne Morgan, Journal of Illinois History)About the AuthorThe Editor: John G. 
Raffensperger was an intern, resident, and attending surgeon at Cook County Hospital from 1953 to 1970. He is 
Professor of Surgery at Northwestern University and a pediatric surgeon at Children's Memorial Hospital in Chicago, 
where he has served as Division Head of Pediatric Surgery and then Surgeon-in-Chief. 


