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John J. Pitney Jr. : The Politics of Autism: Navigating The Contested Spectrum before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Politics of Autism: Navigating The Contested
Spectrum:

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Must read for all serious stakeholdersBy Gene BensingerThis easy
to read, well presented, meticulously researched (the end notes alone are treasure), balanced, and insightful book is
absolutely required reading for every stakeholder on autism related policy. Advocates, (including self-advocates),
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elected officials and policy makers, service providers, health care providers, educators, parents, and family members
will all learn and benefit from Dr. Pitney's perspective.lt is a sober (and frightening) assessment of the patchwork and
reactive public policies and available resources in place today...and how most were created without autism as a
consideration! This book strikes me as a very important call for all of us to keep an open mind and at least try to
understand perspectives and approaches other than our own. When we can't move forward, "agree to disagree” on
some of the more contentious issues and, instead, focus our collective energy and efforts on the many areas of broad
agreement. We really need to craft sensible basic autism policy for the future or everyone in our community will lose.0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. As someone interested in both public policy and autism, ...By Darya
ElleAs someone interested in both public policy and autism, | found this book very helpful in understanding the
current science of autism education and employment initiatives.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This
isagreat book and very readableBy Fred FriedmanThisis agreat book and very readable. Delivers informative on the
history of autism and how it relates to political, societal, and governmental actions which al effect our lives. It breaks
new ground in the way it presents facts, history, and tells the story of how autism islooked at and treated today. If
autism has affected your life, as an autistic person, ateacher, caregiver or family member of someone with autism, or
you just are curious about the subject this book will interest and educate you. | really liked the read

In the first book devoted exclusively to the contentious politics of autism, noted political scientist and public policy
expert John J. Pitney, Jr., explains how autism has evolved into a heated political issue disputed by scientists,
educators, social workers, and families. Nearly everything about autism is subject to debate and struggle, including its
measurement and definition. Organizational attempts to deal with autism have resulted in not a single ldquo;autism
policy,rdquo; but avast array of policies at the federal, state, and local levels, which often |eave people with autism
and their families frustrated and confused. Americans with autism are citizens, friends, coworkers, sons, daughters,
fathers, and mothers. No longer simply the objects of public policy, they are active participantsin current policy
debates. Pitneyrsquo;s fascinating look at how public policy is made and implemented offers networks of concerned
parents, educators, and researchers a compass to navigate the current systems and hope for a path towards more
regularized and effective policies for Americarsquo;s autism community.



