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Laura Katz Olson : The Poalitics of Medicaid before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised The Palitics of Medicaid:

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Excellent History of Events, but far too biased explanations..By
Stephen H. Howell Thisis an excellent book for one wanting a clear, relatively short history of the Medicaid program
and how it impactsthe individual states as well as the federal government. My only complaint is that the author
unnecessarily taints her narrative with an obvious bias against big business which she supports, in each section or


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0231150601

chapter, largely with one or afew anecdotal examples or a governmental study of questionable utility. Asaformer
healthcare executive with over twenty years experience, | know that many of her generalizations about the nursing
home, hospital, managed care and physician segments of the healthcare market are either incorrect or don't tell the
complete story, which would change her conclusions. This could have been rectified by |earning more about the
industries or, best of al, leaving the bias out atogether. In fact, the book would have rated afive star if the author
would have left out the bashing, general statements altogether. For instance, she could have said that the nursing home
industry spent "x" amount for lobbyists or that the hospital industry appears to earn profits even on Medicaid patients
without saying, in effect, that our healthcare crisis is caused by abunch of greedy big businessmen which is,
obviously, an over simplification. Just give us the facts and the readers can draw their own conclusions. This would
make the book a pleasure to read in twenty-five years, rather than date it by its polemics.Once again, a book worth
reading! | don't usually write reviews. However, it bothers me when a book this good is unnecessarily blemished by
high-level rhetoric that distracts any reader with a high level of knowledge of the industry she discusses. | hope the
author continues to explore the health care industry's history, but can write with a more objective viewpoint.0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. very useful.By Antony Gissingarrive on time. feel very good . Incredible
product. Very sturdy. Arrived on time. | enjoy using it. very useful. for my family ,

In 1965, the United States government enacted legislation to provide low-income individuals with quality health care
and related services. Initially viewed as the friendless stepchild of Medicare, Medicaid has grown exponentially since
its inception, becoming a formidable force of its own. Funded jointly by the national government and each of the fifty
states, the program is now the fourth most expensive item in the federal budget and the second largest category of
spending for almost every state. Now, under the new, historic health care reform legislation, Medicaid is scheduled to
include sixteen million more people.Laura Katz Olson, an expert on health, aging, and long-term care policy, unravels
the multifaceted and perplexing puzzle of Medicaid with respect to those who invest in and benefit from the program.
Assessing the social, palitical, and economic dynamics that have shaped Medicaid for amost half a century, she helps
readers of al backgrounds understand the entrenched and powerful interests woven into the system that have been
instrumental in swelling costs and holding elected officials hostage. Addressing such fundamental questions as
whether patients receive good care and whether Medicaid meets the needs of the low-income population it is supposed
to serve, Olson evaluates the extent to which the program is an appropriate foundation for health care reform.

Essential reading for serious students of political science and health politics. (Library Journal)...given the complexity
of Medicaid, Olson's book provides a service in succinctly describing the current state of the program, its shortfalls,
and some solutions. (Nicole Huberfeld Concurring Opinions)an excellent critique of the perils of ‘welfare medicine.'
(Mary Ruggie Political Science Quarterly)a valuable cautionary tale about the ways in which well-intentioned public
policies intersect with political, economic, ideological, and cultural redlities. (Carolyn Long Engelhard, M.P.A.
Inquiry)The Politics of Medicaid provides a service in succinctly describing the state of the program before healthcare
reform, its shortfalls, and some solutionsProfessor Olson reminds us, at a key moment, that Medicaid is more than just
headline grabbing paliticsit isalifeline for our most impoverished citizens, and one that deserves more careful
attention. (Nicole Huberfeld Journal of Legal Medicine)[A] richly detailed study. (Mary Ruggie Political Science
Quaterly)About the AuthorLaura Katz Olson is professor of political science at Lehigh University. Among her seven
books are The Political Economy of Aging: The State, Private Power, and Social Welfare; Aging and Public Policy:
The Politics of Growing Old in America; Age Through Ethnic Lenses: Caring for the Elderly in a Multicultural
Society; and The Not So Golden Y ears: Caregiving, the Frail Elderly, and the Long-Term Care Establishment. She has
published widely in the field of aging, health care, and women's studies and has lectured on Social Security, Medicare,
and long-term care policy.



