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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A great read! Gets you thinkingBy marybethA great read! Gets you 
thinking. Makes the reader sad, mad, angry, and frustrated but educated and informed. The stories are unbelievably 
touching and sad, and beautifully told with sensitivity and compassion, and are relatable because they are real life 
struggles. MBATranscriptionaz.com in Phoenix transcribed the interviews for this book. Everyone involved with this 
did a wonderful job displaying passion, commitment, dedication, and pride. A must read. Awesome well done.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. This is a very informative book. My daughter was ...By PJThis is a very 
informative book. My daughter was recently diagnosed with osteosarcoma and I am frantically searching for a cure for 
her! I am sickened by our governments faulty system for allowing medicines that have worked in other countries to 
not be allowed to be dispensed in the US. I'm so mad, the FDA is at fault for so many cancer patients dying they can 
take 10 years or more to release a med to the public when the results are proof of success in other countries.Grrrrr!4 of 
4 people found the following review helpful. Terminally ill patients deserve the Right-to-tryBy T.H.A great book that 
highlights how bureaucracy and over regulation is stifling medical innovation. Terminally ill patients should have the 
right to experimental medications not told to go home and die.

The inspiring state-by-state campaign to allow sick Americans access to experimental treatments currently blocked by 
the government, chronicled by the woman leading the charge.Should you need the governmentrsquo;s permission to 
try to save your own life? Today, the FDA regulates medications available to Americans. But it takes an average of ten 
years to bring a new drug to market. Every day thousands of Americans die unnecessarily from fatal diseases for 
which lifesaving treatments that now exist or are being developed are ruled too ldquo;dangerousrdquo; for commercial 
distribution. But how does that FDA standard apply to someone in the terminal stages of cancer or ALS?Right to Try 
is filled with stories of heroism and heartbreakmdash;of courageous Americans who beat illnesses no one thought 
could be defeated; parents who won the fight to get their children access to cutting-edge cures; patients who were 
denied life-saving treatments by the government ostensibly for their own protection; and incredible doctors and 
researchers pioneering revolutionary cures. Drawing on her experience fighting for patients, Darcy Olsen goes inside 
the federal bureaucracy that is stopping millions from accessing these lifesaving treatments, lays out the case for 
expanding access to experimental medicines, and describes the ongoing national campaign to change these laws state-
by-state.Cogent and persuasive, this powerful and informative book is clarion call for reform that definitively answers 
the question: When your mortality hangs in the balance, shouldnrsquo;t you have the right to try to save your own life?

ldquo;Bureaucratic inefficiency and obduracy are always infuriating. When the Food and Drug Administration is 
involved, they can be lethal. Using true stories, some heroic and others heartbreaking, Darcy Olsen, one of 
Americarsquo;s foremost policy intellectuals, demonstrates the urgency of establishing the ldquo;right to try.rdquo; 
(George F. Will)ldquo;[Olsen] makes a convincing case that the slow pace of the Federal Drug Administrationrsquo;s 
development and approval process for new medications is needlessly costing liveshellip;. High-quality advocacy 
certain to stir debate. rdquo; (Kirkus)From the Back CoverWhy should you need the governmentrsquo;s permission to 
save your own life?Jenn McNaryrsquo;s two sons, Max and Austin, were diagnosed with Duchenne muscular 
dystrophymdash;a fatal disorder that leads to muscle degeneration and eventually death. In a cruel and unnecessary 
twist, Max received access to a clinical trial; Austin didnrsquo;t. As a result, Max was able to get out of his wheelchair 
and play on his school soccer team while Austin continued to deteriorate until he could not even feed himself.The 
FDA takes as long as fifteen years to approve a new drug, demanding near-absolute proof of effectiveness before 
allowing commercial distribution. But this ignores the urgent plight of millions of terminally ill Americans who have 
run out of approved optionsmdash;and are running out of time. These patients are not looking for a 100 percent 
guarantee that a treatment will work for them. They are looking for a fighting chance.Why canrsquo;t they have that 
chance? Why donrsquo;t they have the right to try . . . the right to save their own lives?Author and activist Darcy 
Olsen, president of the Goldwater Institute, tells the remarkable story behind the Right to Try movement, the national 
campaign to give dying Americans access to cutting-edge treatments that are under study but still years away from 
receiving the FDArsquo;s green light. The men, women, and children featured in these pages are our own family 
members, friends, and neighbors. Their heartbreaking, triumphant, and inspirational stories prove the necessity for 
Right to Try laws. Because everyone deserves the Right to Try.About the AuthorDarcy Olsen is the president of the 
Goldwater Institute, a national policy and litigation organization that has changed more than two hundred laws 
nationwide over the last several years. The group is leading the national campaign to pass Right to Try laws. 


